320           FALKLAND AND HIS TIMES

It is so far creditable to historical writers that White-
locke's version has been generally preferred to Aubrey's.
Thus Dr. James Wellwood, writing in the first year of the
eighteenth century, declares : " It was the dismal prospect
he had of this war that moved that accomplished gentleman
the Lord Falkland to throw away his life, rather than
be a witness of the miseries that were corning upon the
nation."l

Wellwood, of course, was merely repeating gossip and
carries no critical weight    Mr. Gardiner is in a totally
different position, and it is confessedly disquieting to find
him, with all his critical acumen, accepting as substantially
accurate the  gossip of Whitelocke.    "At Gloucester," he
writes, " Falkland had courted death in vain.    The longed
for hour had struck  at last."     At   Newbury " he   flung
away his life by an act which can hardly be distinguished
from suicide".2   Sir Philip Warwick gives no hint of suicide.
" Here was extinguish^" he writes, " that fine flame which
made splendid that excellent soul of the lord Faulkland . . .
whose courage carried him too far in this engagement,"3
Nor does the friend whose love for him was "wonderful,
passing the love of woman," with whom " from his age of
twenty years he had lived in an entire friendship," and
who " never spake of him afterwards, but with a love and
a grief which still raised some commotion in him".    Claren-
don, indeed, frankly admits that " he died as much of the
time as of the bullet: for, from the beginning of the war he
contracted so deep a sadness and melancholy that his life
was not pleasant to him; and sure he was too weary of it."
He was, moreover, " naturally inquisitive after danger," and
peculiarly sensitive, it would seem, to the imputation that
his aversion to war arose from personal cowardice.    Curi-
ously enough, on the day after his death, Hyde received at
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